Appendix 2

Guidelines for information boards

Aim

Defining the purpose of such an information board is a crucial step. It as a powerful
communication tool and it should be used  the site's best advantage. The role of
the Board is to provide the main salient information on the site - such as the interest
features, the footpathsand the applicable site regulations.

ldeally, one should be able to interpret the board just by having a quick look at the
pictures (having a glance at the board would indicate that for example no camping is
allowed). At the same time, those who are actively looking for information should be
able to get enough defails from the board.

The welcome board could have a plan for the whole site indicating for eg. the
location of the other signs (preferably in the most strategic areas of the site) with
numbers. This could help visitors getan overview of the whole area initially and when
looking at the other signs get an idea of the context of that particular spot within the
protected site.

The content should be in a language that is understood by most people. To this
extent, references to Government Notices and Legal texts may be totally removed, or
perhapsputin small print at the lower side.

Content of Information Board

The board contents should be presented in both Maltese and English languages. Key
texts, such as important warning signs (for e g. awid walking close to cliff edges)

may also be presented in other languages such as ltalian and German.

The sign should carry less text and more visual images (these have no language
inhibitions).

Site specific regulations may apply according to the particular area; these are best
depicted graphically.

Include contact number (mobile) should anyone wish to report an infringementor ask
for further assistance, particularly after office hours.

Include logos of administrative bodies and sponsors.

Placement of Information Board, Design & Material

Board should be located in a strategic area; at the same time it must not be visually
intrusive. By having all site infrastructure/faciities (waste bins, information board,
etc.) located in one area, the rest of the area will be cleared, thus improving the site
visually.



The possible use of marine ply wood as board material should be evaluated (maybe
for the board base and for the smaller sighage within the area itself [e.g. to mark
nature trails] — of course this material cannot be used for colour prints). This material
is probably more complementary with the natural environment and resists well
weathering.

By having the board placed at a bwer elevaton, perhaps even slightly tilted (more
comfortable for reading) a less intrusive result will be achieved.
Appendix Il

Panoramic Viewpoints

Introduction

Part of a Landscape Assessment is to identify important viewpoints, i.e. spots from
which extensive views are possible. Nine viewpoints have been identified within the
SAC. These are spots allowing views of other parts of the SAC as well as extensive
stretches of land outside the sitte boundary. These ponts were chosen by the
following criteria (not all of them applying o all the locations):

High altitude;
Close proximity to a cliff edge or otherwise overlooking low-lying areas;
Location along exsting road or walking track.

These viewpoints are mostly inter-visible from one to the nex, and it was attempted
to distribute them rather evenly throughout the SAC. All of them are easily accessible
either by car or on foot. These viewpoints have served as important reference points
during the assessment carried out on site. Furthermore, they are panoramic spots
that can be enjoyed by visitors to the area, and a future guided walkway coud
connect these viewpoints.

The following section includesa short description of each viewpoint, and a panoramic
photo taken from it. For their exact location refer to Viewpoint Map.

Viewpoints

1. ll-Prajjet Bay Car Park

This spot allows an overview of Popeye Village when looking north (photo 1), and a
plain of mainly degraded land in the other directions, with the Mellieha Ridge in the
background (photo 2). This point was chosen for the following reasons: it marks the
area of the northem entrance to the SAC, long-distance views are possible, and
Popeye Village is a well-known andmark. At present this is not a particularly beautiful
view, however Popeye Village evokes interest, and if the degraded land to the south
is enhanced the view would improve.
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Panoramlc photo 2 (taken 17/03/06)

2. Cliffs North

This panoramic viewpoint is located near the cliff edge, allowing views of the cliffs
and boulder scree area below, as well as inland views. Part of the view as seen from
this spot is shown in the photo belbbw. The view from this spot is spectacular, due ©
the dramatic coastal landscape, the extent of the view and the fact that man-made
features are almost absent.
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Photo 3 (taken 17/03/06)
3. Intersection Wied &' Rdum

Even though located close to the viewpoint above, this spot presents the visitor with
a completely different visual experience. Cliffs and sea are only visible in the
background, but add t its special quality particularly since the sea is visible to the
east and west. In the foreground is an agricultural landscape with a rectangular field
pattern and scattered agricultural buildings. When looking south (no photo available),
the valley (Wied ta’ Rdum) is visible. This view is extensive and varied. (Please note
that the photos were not taken from the exact spot marked on the map, but from a
field nearby.)




Photo 4 (taken 17/03/06)
4. Melleha Manikata Road

This point marks the entrance to the SAC when approaching the area from the east,
and is accessible by car. Itis located halfway up to Mellieha Ridge on a winding road
connecting Manikata with the Mellieha Bypass. The landscape is open and views are
extensive — a krge part of the SAC is visible from this point, Mi ieb Valley and the
ridges further south, as well as some of Mellieha, Manikata and the sea in the
background. Visible man-made features are very scattered and small, the closest
and most conspicuous one being the road on which the visitor is standing.

Photo 5 (taken 02/02/06)
5. Ghajp Znuber Tower

This viewpoint is located on the same ridgeline as
the one before, howewer closer to the sea and near
a break of slope bward the north. T herefore, a large
part of this view is the sea, the north of Malta and
the south of Gozo. Nearby there is an old disused
quarry, which is full of rubbish, and some shoddy
trapping shelers neatby also mar the view
somewhat, but this can easily be rectified by
removing rubbish and shelter.

Another reason why this point has been chosen, Photo 6 (taken 02/02/06)
apart from the spectaaular long-distance views that can be enjoyed from here, is that
the adjacent tower is the most prominent landmark within the SAC. If it is being
restored and opened to visitors, even more exensive views could be enjoyed from
the top of it.




6. Intersection Xag ra tal_Qortin

Views from this point are not as extensive and spectacular as from the other sele cted
spots, since it is partly surrounded by higher terrain (to the north and south). They
include the surrounding hills with garrigue, fields to the east, and some views of the
sea and dliffs to the west. This point is has been selected because it represents the
area further away from the coast, therefore the impression this area gives is very
different from that just a hundred meters further to the northwestor to the south.

Photo 8 (taken 02/02/06)
7. Ras il-Wahx

This point is located almost at the tip of the Ras il-Wa x Headlnd, and thus allows
extensive views of the coastline and the sea to the north (photo 9) and south (photo
10). The hotel is visible in the background and therefore not very dominant.
Surrounding the visitor in all other directions is an open garrgue landscape, marred
by a numberof scattered hunting shelters and clearings. These could be removed ©
improve the view. Otherwise itis one of the most scenic views within the SAC.
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Photo 9 (taken




8. Fields and Sea

This spot is located due south of Viewpoint 6, and gives a good overview of the
southem boundary of the SAC and te area beyond it (excluding the beach of
Golden Bay, which is connected to the rest of the SAC only by a narrow coastal
strip). The hotel is rather dominant, as is the degraded area within and outside the
SAC. One can also spot some old military buildings in the vicinity, and other
abandoned built structures. To the south the Karraba Talus and the sea are alo
visible. This view is extensive but marred by the hotel and the degraded areas.

Photo 11 (taken 17/03/06)

9. Golden Bay

This last viewpoint sekected for the SAC is located on the rocks at the northem side
of Golden Bay. Photo 12 shows part of the view from this spot, while photo 13 gives
an owerview from further up the cliff. This view is special because of the sandy beach
— the only one within the SAC. On the other hand, the area is marred by the hotel
dominating the view, as well as the adjacent access road, car park and boundary
wall. Kiosks on the beach add further clutter. This viewpoint will give the visitor a very
different experience from the tranquil, relatively un-spoilt areas he would hawe
encountered on his way along the other viewpoints, and will remind him thatin Malta,
“civilization” is never far away.




Photo 12 (taken 10/03/06)
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Photo 13 (taken 10/03/06)







